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The first contributor, Angela Enright, (the current President of the World Federation of Societies of Anaesthesiologists) gives an excellent political overview of the functions of this 'UN like' body comprising 122 National Anaesthesia Societies.
Kelly McQueen (Harvard Humanitarian Initiative) provides a superb account of the place of anaesthesia in the global burden of surgical disease. Until recently the impact of surgical interventions on the global burden of disease had not been estimated. An estimate of 11% of the overall global burden of disease is thought to be a significant underestimation. But at least this metric provides traction for programs seeking resources for surgery and anaesthesia.
Philosophically The book is one of the International Anesthesiology Clinics series devoted to peripheral nerve blockade and as such is a compendium of review articles on the topic rather than a 'how to do it' manual. It is comprised of 10 reviews on a wide range of topics from developing a training program, use of ultrasound, catheter techniques, nerve injury and management of local anaesthetic toxicity. The reviews are concise and many are supported by summary tables of the literature. The book is complementary rather than competitive to more conventional regional anaesthesia texts. For readers who want to see diagrams or illustrations of techniques, this will be disappointing as there are few images. Rather, the chapters are textual summaries of a diverse range of topics relating to regional anaesthesia. At a single copy price of $176, this may seem expensive to the individual, though it would be a good text to have within a department library.
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